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SESSION 05
with mark warren

 We mus t share Jesus wi th 
others and have a hear t  of 
compassion that  sees and 

meet s needs of  those around 
us and around the wor ld.
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In the moments after, I began 
to have a new found 
compassion for people. 

It was my "God encounter" 
that compelled Audra and me 
to move to Honduras to serve 
the poor and share Jesus with 
them.

Those desires were not in my 
heart before I had 
encountered the Holy Spirit, 
but there was something that 
God did that was so significant. 
It was like something dropped 
in my heart and it changed 
me.”

- Mark Warren

Our lives were designed to 

help others, and we find the 

greatest joy in life comes 

when we can make someone’s 

day a little better. 

In this session we will 

realize that good works 

don’t save us, but we are 

saved to do good works.

“When I was in my twenties I 
encountered the Holy Spirit in 
my living room. My 
understanding of God went 
from my head to my heart. 
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Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “For by 
grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast. For we 
are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.” 

In James 2:14 it says, “What 
good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith 
but does not have works? Can 
that faith save him?” In both of 
those instances, the word save 
or saved, means to do well. 
Salvation, our salvation, means 
we are being saved to do good 
works.

Our good works do not save 
us, but we are saved for good 
works. When the Spirit of God 
resides in us, it compels us to 
want to reach out to people 
and to serve others. 

The Holy Spirit who lives in us, 
compels us to do well. You no 
longer feel the need to live for  
yourself, but the urge to meet 
the needs of others.

Our good works should always 
be motivated out of love. If it’s 
not motivated out of love, then 
it doesn’t mean anything. Our 
motivation to "do well" needs 
to come from the heart, if not, 

these works are dead. Helping 
someone find a relationship 
with God is a great act of love. 

Sometimes when we focus on 
works, we forget the best work 
we could do, is to bring 
somebody into relationship 
with God. Helping someone 
find a relationship with God is 
the greatest act of love. It may 
feel awkward at first to share 
about your relationship with 
Jesus, but when you begin to 
realize that it is the best gift 
you can give someone, you feel 
compelled to share it. 

A heart for Jesus gives us a 
heart of compassion which will 
lead us to the “least of these.” 
In Matthew, Jesus talks about 
who the “least of these” are. 
They are the sick, the strangers, 
the homeless, the hungry, the 
thirsty. Asking the Holy Spirit to 
fill us, helps us to serve others 
with the right heart. 

It’s the Spirit of God inside of 
us that changes us and allows 
our heart to be right in serving 
others. When our hearts are 
pure, there is no selfish 
motivation or ambition, just a 
simple love for others.
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Our good works do not             ,
but we are saved for              . 
(Ephesians 2:8)

The                                                              who 
lives in us,                              us to do well.
(2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

Our                                                               should 
always be motivated out of                                .
(1 Corinthians 13:2)

Helping someone find a                                              
with God is a great               of love.
(James 5:20)

A                                             for Jesus gives us 
a heart of                                                      which 
will lead us to “the least of these.”
(Matthew 25:40)

Asking the Holy Spirit to                               us, 
helps us to serve others with the right
                                                   . (2 Corinthians 12:9)

FILL IN THE BLANK
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When is  the las t  t ime you helped someone in need? Have 
you ever talked to someone about Jesus? Who are the " leas t 
of  these” in your communi t y? What are you doing to ser ve 
them? On a scale of  1 to 10 how compassionate are you?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

PAUSE TO PONDER
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I ’m too busy.

I  don’ t  know what I  can do.

No one is  ask ing me to help.

I ’m too shy.

I ’m an introver t .

What i f  someone thinks I ’m a Jesus f reak?

I 'm not good wi th people.

How do I  know I  am doing the r ight  thing?

What i f  someone asks me about Jesus? What wi l l  I  say?

The s tatement s below are designed to help you ident i f y  the 
areas of  your l i fe the enemy is  robbing f rom you.  Take a few 
moment s to ref lec t  on the s tatement s .  Circ le or  highl ight  the 
s tatement s that  apply to you.  I f  you are doing this  s tudy wi th 
a group, discuss these false s tatement s or  ques t ions .

ROBBERS
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On the fol lowing devot ional  pages,  we provide scr iptures 
to read and ref lec t  on bet ween sessions—f ive days wor th of 
ref lec t ions to keep God ’s Word (the Bible)  near your hear t .  This 
provides you wi th a chance to s low down, read a small  por t ion 
of  scr ipture each day,  and ref lec t  and pray through i t .  You’ l l 
then have a chance to journal  your response to what you’ve 
read.  Use this  sec t ion to seek God on your own throughout 
the week .  This  t ime should begin and end wi th prayer.  Don’ t 
be in a hurr y;  take enough t ime to hear God ’s direc t ion.
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DAY 1: Dead Man Walking
“And you were dead in the t respasses and sins in which you 
once walked,  fol lowing the course of  this  wor ld,  fol lowing 
the pr ince of  the power of  the air,  the spir i t  that  is  now at 
work in the sons of  disobedience — among whom we al l  once 
l ived in the passions of  our f lesh,  car r y ing out the desires of 
the body and the mind,  and were by nature chi ldren of  wrath, 
l ike the res t  of  mank ind.”

Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV

There is a book by author John 
Grisham titled, The Chamber. It 
is about a lawyer named Adam 
Hall, who discovers that he has 
a grandfather, who was a 
member of the KKK, and is on 
death row for a race-related 
murder. 

In an ethical dilemma, the 
attorney wrestles with his own 
ethics while devoting himself 
to liberating his grandfather 
or, at the very least, gaining 
a temporary suspension on 
the execution. Ultimately, the 
young attorney is unsuccessful 
and his grandfather passes.

It's hard to read the pages 
describing the death of the 
grandfather without shedding 
tears. Along with the tears 
comes a deep, unsettling 
feeling concerning the idea of 
being a death row inmate. You 
know that your days are num-
bered, that you're a dead man 
walking. 

Imagine reading this book 
before coming to a saving 
relationship with Christ, before 
you experienced true life. In 
reality, if you do not have a 
relationship with Jesus, you are 
like the inmate in the book. You 
are a dead man walking.

Anyone who is living outside 
of a relationship with Jesus is 
dead in their sin. It’s 
sobering to think that every 
day we interact with, work with, 
and become friends with those 
who are dead men walking.

Stop and pray and ask God 
to give you eyes to see those 
around you who are in need of 
life. Ask Him for opportunities 
to share Jesus, to open your 
way for the gospel. He came 
that we might have life and 
have it abundantly.
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DAY 2: BUT GOD
"'For I  was hungr y and you gave me food, I  was thir s t y and 
you gave me dr ink ,  I  was a s t ranger and you welcomed me, 
I  was naked and you c lothed me, I  was s ick and you v is i ted 
me, I  was in pr ison and you came to me.’  Then the r ighteous 
wi l l  answer him, saying,  ‘ Lord,  when did we see you hungr y 
and feed you,  or  thir s t y and give you dr ink? And when did 
we see you a s t ranger and welcome you,  or  naked and c lothe 
you? And when did we see you s ick or  in pr ison and v is i t 
you? ’  And the K ing wi l l  answer them, ‘ Truly,  I  say to you,  as 
you did i t  to one of  the leas t  of  these my brothers ,  i f  you did 
i t  to me.’ "

Mat thew 25:35 - 40 ESV

Jesus is speaking these words 
and is calling us to take action 
to see and meet the needs 
others and He goes on to name 
a list people that can be so 
easily forgotten.

Have you ever heard the 
saying, “Out of sight of, out of 
mind?” Jesus is calling us to 
remember those who can be 
so easily forgotten and 
marginalized. 

To be able to meet the needs 
of the “forgotten” it will be 
necessary to live a life not 
looking to meet your own 
needs, but look at others and 
keeping an eye on ways to 
meet their needs.

Remember, when you serve the 
“least of these” you are actually 
serving Jesus. Our faith and 
“good works” should go hand 
and hand (James 2:18).

Take a few moments to reflect 
on your life and determine how 
much time you spend thinking 
about your own needs versus 
the needs of others. Think 
about how you can start 
meeting the needs of the 
“forgotten” this week.
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DAY 3: LIVING FROM HEAVEN, PART 1
“and raised us up wi th him and seated us wi th him in the 
heavenly places in Chr is t  Jesus ,  so that  in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable r iches of  his  grace in k ind-
ness toward us in Chr is t  Jesus .” 

Ephesians 2:6 -7 ESV

By grace you have been saved 
and raised up with Him and 
are seated with Him in the 
heavenly places. For most of 
us, Heaven is seen as our final 
destination, maybe even our 
ultimate goal for life. 

Someday we will be in Heaven 
with Christ, reunited with loved 
ones and escaping the   
struggles of this life. But what if 
this is the wrong perspective? 

What if Heaven is not our future 
destination but our current 
reality? 

Ephesians 2:6 says that “we are 
seated with Him in the 
heavenly places.” This is not a 
future event, but a present  
reality for all believers. Though 
you are living here on Earth, 
you can also live from Heaven. 

Jesus said, in John 3:13, “No 
one has ascended into   
heaven except he who
descended from Heaven, the 
Son of Man.” Jesus said this 
before His death and 
resurrection. He was making 

the bold statement that, while 
on Earth in a human frame, 
He lived from Heaven. When 
He was baptized, the heavens 
opened up to Him and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Him 
and from that point forward, 
Jesus proclaimed that the 
kingdom of Heaven was at 
hand.

Stop and take a moment to 
pray. Ask God to give you 
divine perspective on what it 
means to live from Heaven.

 Meditate on the life and 
ministry of Jesus. Ask God to 
recreate the life of Jesus within 
you and give you grace to live 
from Heaven.
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DAY 4: LIVING FROM HEAVEN, PART 2
“and raised us up wi th him and seated us wi th him in the 
heavenly places in Chr is t  Jesus ,  so that  in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable r iches of  his  grace in k ind-
ness toward us in Chr is t  Jesus .” 

Ephesians 2:6 -7 ESV

All who have placed their hope 
and trust in Jesus have been 
raised to new life and are now 
seated with Him in the 
Heavenly places. This means 
that all believers are to live 
from Heaven while on Earth. 

How is this possible? What 
does living from Heaven look 
like? Heaven is the rule and 
reign of God. The centerpiece 
of Heaven is the manifest 
presence of God. 

Romans 14:17 talks about how 
the kingdom of God is a matter 
of righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
Himself, said that the kingdom 
of Heaven is within you. When 
we grasp this reality, it changes 
everything. 

To live from Heaven is to live a 
life that is led by the Holy Spirit, 
where the Holy Spirit speaks 
to us, teaches us, comforts us, 
and leads us to manifesting the 
kingdom of Heaven around us.

Are you living from Heaven 
towards Earth, or from Earth 
towards Heaven? 

Being saved is not a future 
event, but a present reality. 
God has rescued you from 
the realm of darkness and has 
made you a resident of Heaven 
now. You are His son or 
daughter, and He is sending 
you as an ambassador to 
advance the kingdom of 
Heaven around you. 

Reflect on this mission. Ask 
God to show you what it looks 
like to be an ambassador for 
Heaven. Ask Him for 
opportunities to advance 
Heaven on Earth.
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DAY 5: SAVED FOR KINGDOM WORKS
“ For by grace you have been saved through fai th.  And this 
is  not  your own doing; i t  is  the gi f t  of  God, not a resul t  of 
works ,  so that  no one may boas t .  For we are his  workman-
ship,  created in Chr is t  Jesus for  good works ,  which God pre-
pared beforehand, that  we should walk in them.”

Ephesians 2:8 -10 ESV

After Jesus was baptized in 
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3), 
He went forth in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and began to 
advance the kingdom of 
Heaven. He proclaimed the 
gospel of the kingdom, healed 
every disease and affliction 
among the people (Matthew 
4:23), and set at liberty those 
who were oppressed (Luke 
4:18). Jesus’ mission was to 
bring Heaven to Earth, 
manifesting the presence of 
God through Spirit works. 

In John 5:19, Jesus said, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees 
the Father doing." His life was 
fully devoted to kingdom 
works. While on Earth, Jesus 
displayed the power of God 
through miraculous healings, 
creative miracles, and 
deliverances. The Gospel of 
John tells us that Jesus did so 
many Kingdom works that if 
they were all written down, the 
world itself could not 
contain the books that would 

be written. 

It is amazing to think that so 
many people witnessed Jesus’ 
miracles, yet still did not 
believe. It is even more 
amazing to think that Jesus 
said we would do even 
greater works than He did by 
and through the Holy Spirit.

Jesus represents what 
Christianity should look like. 
We are His workmanship. He 
has saved and rebirthed us 
to do the works of Heaven 
on Earth. It is your mission to 
speak His Word with boldness 
while He stretches His hand 
to heal and perform signs and 
wonders (Acts 4:29-30). For the 
kingdom of God is not a matter 
of words, but of power!

Stop and ask God to order your 
steps today. Ask Him to reveal 
the works that He has prepared 
for you, and for faith to believe 
that He will do the miraculous 
to display His glory.
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